TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

The Tarot
Explained

1

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

2

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

Table of Contents
Part 1 – An Introduction to the Tarot
The Lesser Secrets
The Greater Secrets
Some Historical Facts
The Influence of the Golden Dawn
Psychology and the Tarot
Divination and the Tarot
Synchronicity and Prediction
Part 2 – The Major Arcana or the Greater Secrets
0 – The Fool
1 – The Magician
2 – The High Priestess
3 – The Empress
4 – The Emperor
5 – The Hierophant or Pope
6 – The Lovers
7 – The Chariot
8 – Justice
9 – The Hermit
10 – The Wheel of Fortune
11 – Strength
12 – The Hanged Man
13 – Death
14 – Temperance
15 – The Devil
16 – The Tower
17 – The Star
18 – The Moon
19 – The Sun
20 – Judgment
21 – The World
The Major Arcana and the Zodiac
The Major Arcana and the Planets
Part 3 – The Minor Arcana or the Lesser Secrets
Elementary Elements
Jung and the Elements
Astrology and the Minor Arcana
Using Astrology with the Court Cards
The Signs of the Zodiac with their Dates
Astrological Correspondences and the Minor Arcana
The Minor Arcana and the Elements
3

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd
The Element of Fire – The Suit of Wands
The Element of Earth – The Suit of Pentacles
The Element of Air – The Suit of Swords
The Element of Water – The Suit of Cups
The Aces
The Ace of Wands
The Ace of Pentacles
The Ace of Swords
The Ace of Cups
The Twos
The Two of Wands
The Two of Pentacles
The Two of Swords
The Two of Cups
The Threes
The Three of Wands
The Three of Pentacles
The Three of Swords
The Three of Cups
The Fours
The Four of Wands
The Four of Pentacles
The Four of Swords
The Four of Cups
The Fives
The Five of Wands
The Five of Pentacles
The Five of Swords
The Five of Cups
The Sixes
The Six of Wands
The Six of Pentacles
The Six of Swords
The Six of Cups
The Sevens
The Seven of Wands
The Seven of Pentacles
The Seven of Swords
The Seven of Cups
The Eights
The Eight of Wands
The Eight of Pentacles
The Eight of Swords
The Eight of Cups
The Nines
The Nine of Wands
The Nine of Pentacles
The Nine of Swords
4

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd
The Nine of Cups
The Tens
The Ten of Wands
The Ten of Pentacles
The Ten of Swords
The Ten of Cups
The Court Cards of Wands
The King of Wands
The Queen of Wands
The Knight/Prince of Wands
The Page/ Princess of Wands
The Court Cards of Pentacles
The King of Pentacles
The Queen of Pentacles
The Knight/Prince of Pentacles
The Page/ Princess of Pentacles
The Court Cards of Swords
The King of Swords
The Queen of Swords
The Knight/Prince of Swords
The Page/ Princess of Swords
The Court Cards of Cups
The King of Cups
The Queen of Cups
The Knight/Prince of Cups
The Page/ Princess of Cups
Combinations
A Step-by-Step Guide to Reading the Tarot
Choosing your Deck
Getting to Know the Tarot
Simple Exercises
Learning the Tarot Alphabet
Story Telling
Developing your Intuition
The Spreads and How to Read them
Specific Problems
Timing
Preparing for a Reading
Shuffling the Tarot
Choosing your Significator
Analysing your Layout
A Quick Guide to Reading the Tarot
Two General Purpose Spreads
The Six-Month Special
Past, Present and Future – A Romany Spread
The Horoscope
5

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd
The Celtic Cross
The Horseshoe
The Classic Horseshoe
The Love Horseshoe
The Work/Career Horseshoe
The Calendar
When to use the Calendar
Timing and the Minor Arcana
The Four Aces
The Tree of Life
The Three-Card Spread

6

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

Part I
An Introduction to
The Tarot

7

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

8

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

An Introduction to the Tarot
Tarot cards, despite having been condemned as the rungs of a ladder leading to Hades,
have intrigued people for many centuries. Decks were prized by magicians and gypsies.
These cards were also linked with witchcraft, and denounced as heretical by our
medieval churchmen, but the Tarot has survived each twist and turn of fortune, resulting
in an unprecedented popularity today. Many decks are now widely available.
A standard Tarot deck consists of 78 cards. The deck is divided into two sections, the
Minor Arcana, (the Lesser Secrets – consisting of 56 cards), and the Major Arcana, (the
Greater Secrets – consisting of the remaining 22 cards). It is the cards relating to the
Major Arcana which have enraged, intrigued, and puzzled mystics, scholars,
psychologists, moralists, and many other seekers, including occultists, searching for the
‘truth’.
The Lesser Secrets (The Minor Arcana)
It obviously resembles a normal deck of playing cards most people are familiar with at
first glance, being divided into 4 suits: Wands (also known as Staves or Batons),
Pentacles (also known as Coins or Discs), Swords, and Cups. Each suit consists of
numbered cards, from ace to ten, and four court cards, but despite its outward
appearance, the Minor Arcana contains its own mysteries.
These suits can easily be linked with the suits of an ordinary deck, Wands
corresponding with Clubs, Pentacles with Diamonds, Cups with Hearts, and Swords
with Spades. The very name ‘playing cards’ may well have come into common usage
to clarify the difference between these and the mysterious Major Arcana. In modern
Italy a card game called tarrochi is still played with the Minor Arcana.
The symbols representing each of the minor suits appear many times in various myths
and legends. For instance, in Ireland, the legendary ‘people of the goddess Dana’
(Tuatha De Danann) referred to four magical treasures: a cauldron, a spear, a stone and
a sword. Yet another, and perhaps the most thought provoking link, is with the Greek
goddess of Fate, Nemesis. Her symbols included a cup, a wand of apple wood, a wheel
and a sword.
These symbols are further linked with the four elements of the ancient world, fire, earth,
air and water, and western astrology, groups the twelve signs of the zodiac into four
larger groups, each governed by an element.
The Greater Secrets (The Major Arcana)
Unlike the Minor Arcana, the Major Arcana remains somewhat of a mystery, for it does
not obviously correspond with anything we can recognise today. The statues on Easter
Island, the inexplicable existence of stone circles, the overnight appearance of crop
circles, or sightings of a Yeti in the Himalayas, are just as puzzling as these twenty-two
cards, which have created an incredibly imaginative range of theories regarding their
origins.
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Ancient Egypt is perhaps the most popular background for speculation. Stories connect
the cards with the writings of Hermes Trismegistus, a legendary mystic, sage and
supposed author of ‘The Emerald Tablet’, along with other magical manuscripts.
Gypsies, a word thought to derive from Egyptians, are said to have carried the Tarot
cards from India during their travels.
Yet other stories claim that the ancient city of Fez became a centre for mystics and
philosophers who travelled there from the ‘Four Corners of the earth’ after the great
library at Alexandria had been destroyed. It is said that since these wise men all spoke
in different tongues, and thus had trouble communicating with one another.
Consequently, they invented a new symbolic, pictorial language, which was designed to
encapsulate spiritual truth and universal knowledge.
Some Historical Facts vs Speculation
The very idea that the Major Arcana is a ‘book’ of esoteric teaching is possibly not far
from the truth, the reason for this conclusion being based on what is now known of the
Tarot’s history.
Just seventeen cards remain of what seems to be the earliest existing Tarot deck, dating
from 1392. Some thirty years later, the only complete deck surviving from these times
was painted by an Italian artist, Bonifacio Bembo. This deck is known as the Visconti
deck. It was commissioned by the Duke of Milan, and named after his family name.
Very little evidence exists to support a theory that Tarot cards existed prior to the 1300s,
but that is not to suggest that the ideas and beliefs behind the Tarot’s powerful images
are not much older than the cards themselves.
It is true that several of the images found in the Major Arcana appear to be essentially
medieval, relying on key figures and concepts of the time. The Pope, The Magician,
The Fool and The Day of Judgment would all have been familiar concepts to medieval
man, and would therefore seem to suggest the Tarot is a purely medieval invention.
And bear in mind that in medieval times, Europe was a particularly dangerous place for
heretics, so by recording their secret philosophies and teachings visually, those who
disagreed with the current doctrines probably thought they had found a safe way to pass
on their knowledge, without risk of persecution.
The practice of using pictorial memory systems (ars memorativa) was an integral part
of the whole occult movement at that time. The idea was intended as a meditation aid,
and adopted from Ancient Greece, many examples being found on talismans and
amulets of the period.
The Influence of the Golden Dawn
Astrology, Gnosticism, ritual magic and the complex Hebrew Kabbalah have all been
linked with the Tarot, and have influenced its interpretation. Many of these
correspondences were devised or refined during the great occult revival that took place
in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
10
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The Golden Dawn, a short-lived but powerful magic order, was particularly notable in
this respect. Arthur Edward Waite’s book, ‘The Pictorial Key to the Tarot’, was
published in 1910. Another member of the Golden Dawn, artist Pamela Colman Smith,
designed a pack of cards under his direction; this deck remains very popular and is
pleasant and helpful to use.
Another former member, the self-styled ‘Great Beast’ and controversial magician
Aleister Crowley also published a guide to the Tarot. Lady Frieds Harris, a talented
painter, illustrated the disquieting but beautiful images to his specifications. These
images were first available as actual cards in 1969, twenty-two years after Crowley’s
death. They are known as the Thoth Tarot after the name of his book, ‘The Book of
Thoth’.
Psychology and the Tarot
Much modern Tarot interpretation is influenced by popular psychology in general, and
Jungian psychology in particular. Carl Gustav Jung (1875 – 1961), originally a pupil of
Sigmund Freud, broke away from Freud’s system of psychoanalysis to establish a richly
symbolic system of his own.
His almost mystical concern with the spiritual nature of mankind, and his fascination
with oracles, dreams and astrology, was in many ways closer to ancient occult teachings
than psychology.
In ‘Memories, Dreams, Reflections’, he wrote that, ‘The collective unconscious is
common to us all; it is the foundation of what the ancients called “the sympathy of all
things”.’ Amongst his writings he records numerous examples of personal ‘psychic’
experiences. These include telepathy, prophetic dreams, visions and even a ghost
sighting.
Obviously Jung’s theories are complex. Basically, however, he saw the human psyche
in three parts, the conscious, personal unconscious, and collective unconscious.
Powerful universal figures, called archetypes, dwell within both the personal and
universal unconscious. These archetypes surface in myths, fairytales and legends; they
can also be seen in the images of the Major Arcana. Symbolic images such as the fertile
Mother, the Empress, the authoritarian Father, the Emperor, and the wise old man, the
Hermit, are examples of archetypal figures found in the Tarot.
These dream-like images, say Jungians, help unconscious knowledge to surface. When
they appear in a Tarot reading, they combine to form a meaningful pattern relating to
the inquirer’s current situation or difficulties. They also, like other serious oracles,
reflect the deeply hidden underlying motives, fears and desires which can mould the
individual destiny.
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Divination and the Tarot
Tarot cards should never be regarded as a simple method for telling fortunes. Ordinary
playing cards can be used for this purpose, and are better suited to the ‘you will meet a
tall dark stranger’ school of soothsaying.
The Tarot is, among other things, a tool for divination. It can be used to analyse
problems, clarify the decision making process, or even help you to understand yourself
and others a little better. It can stimulate intuition, and help the mind to escape from the
habitual straitjacket of logical thought in a freewheeling world.
‘Know Thyself’ were the words carved above the entrance to the celebrated Delphic
Oracle. Self-awareness is essential both when reading the cards for another, and when
trying to understand what they are telling you personally. Self-knowledge and
acceptance are what all forms of serious divination are really about.
When the cards are used to predict the future they can be uncannily accurate, but will
point to possibilities rather than probabilities. They also, if interpreted correctly, direct
the inquirer’s attention to the forces shaping his or her path in life – and often-present
choices, or suggest courses of action. This then places the responsibility for ‘life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness’ firmly in the hands of the inquirer, where it
ultimately belongs.
Synchronicity and Prediction
Nobody really knows for certain how a set of cardboard pictures could possibly reveal
anything about the present, let alone the future. Perhaps Jung’s theory of synchronicity
comes closest to giving us a quasi-scientific explanation.
Synchronicity crudely means ‘meaningful coincidence’. It was a term used by both
Jung and the eminent physicist Wolfgang Pauli. These two great minds collaborated to
define clusters of coincidences, which, they believed, were ultimately governed by some
mysterious principle.
Most scientists would ascribe a series of mysterious or amazing coincidences to chance,
but Jung believed that such events contain a meaningful message because the more of
them there are the more unbelievable they become. Therefore, there must be a purpose
behind them, a guiding force transcending that old scientific favourite, cause and effect.
So, when the cards are laid out, and are seen to form a pattern making complete sense to
the inquirer, the law of synchronicity could be working behind the scenes. Or, if you
prefer, it is simply an example of the old esoteric maxim ‘as above, so below’; a minute
part of the greater pattern is being revealed, as the veil of incomprehension is briefly
twitched aside.
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The Major Arcana
or
The Greater Secrets
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The Major Arcana
Jung’s theory of the archetypes is also linked to the very ancient idea of a ‘world soul’.
Alchemists and other philosophers knew this by its Latin name, anima mundi. The
anima mundi, like the depth of psychologists’ collective subconscious, is said to be like
a vast library.
Contained within this imaginary library are the entire world’s experiences, thoughts,
and concepts, religious and mythical images, philosophies and mystical ideas. These
‘memories’ have been fed into the anima mundi by each and every living being since
the world began.
As generation succeeds generation, we all – it is said – dip into and contribute to this
complex collection of images. Archetypal figures are strengthened, refined and may
even appear to change as time goes by. However, because they represent the sum total
of human experience, they remain the same fundamentally, for their power is universal.
Alchemists and other philosophers have asserted that it is possible for an individual,
with considerable thought and training, to make direct contact with the anima mundi
and learn from its wisdom. As with the collective unconscious, this world memory
bank belongs to us all. From this timeless pool spring our most enduring and numinous
beliefs. When they influence us without our knowledge they can wreak havoc, but
when consciously approached, all the collected truths of the world may be at our
disposal.
As we have seen, theories about the Major Arcana range from glamorous fantasy to
scholarly investigation. In the same ways, it does not matter where the images come
from originally, for it seems that they sprang from a deep level. Arguably, those who
think deeply, or are actively creative, are drawing on this collective pool for their
insights. This is why their images or writings affect other people – positively or
negatively – for at some level everyone recognises their power. It is the same with the
Major Arcana; it affects most people who see it. Some are repelled, some drawn, some
fearful, some endlessly fascinated.
Those who approach the Tarot with an open mind and heart will sooner or later confront
the forces represented by the archetypes. Since so many of these eternal figures are
found within the Major Arcana, a serious study of the Tarot is almost guaranteed to
evoke them eventually. Their presence may be discerned in the destiny of individuals
as implacable forces, amazing ‘coincidences’, unbelievable twists of fate.
Through the medium of the Tarot, especially the Major Arcana, experienced readers can
glimpse the greater design behind a series of events. Or, as an alchemist might say, they
are in touch with the anima mundi. By learning to work with, accept and acknowledge
these energies, both inquirer and diviner can develop and mature. Naturally the
achievement of such wisdom is usually a lifetime’s work.
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0 – The Fool
Planet: Uranus
Myths and Symbols
The Fool is far from being ‘foolish’ in the modern
sense of the word. This figure represents the
sacred child, holy fool and protected medieval
jester who could make fun of the king with
impunity. Most packs depict him in the act of
stepping off a cliff, seemingly oblivious to danger.
Yet the Fool will always survive; a miracle will
happen and he will go on to complete his journey
through all of the lessons represented by the rest
of the Major Arcana.
The number of this card is zero, which stands for
the continuous cycle of life, birth and death.
Symbolically, the Fool is forever newly born, and
about to begin his search for the Holy Grail of
spiritual enlightenment. He sets out on this
perilous journey filled with hope, and believing
that anything is possible.
Astrologically, the Fool is an airy card linked with
the planet Uranus. This planet governs independence, eccentricity and sudden flashes
of intuition, freedom and inventiveness. It is also the planet of sudden changes, an
association of which is more appropriate to 16 the Tower. However, the unorthodox
and creative influence of Uranus can be a powerful tool for change, and the Fool is a
card of new beginnings.
The combined message of both planet and card suggests the kind of inspiration which
springs from the subconscious, and which should not be ignored. The Fool represents
the optimistic child within us all who has not yet been restricted by conventional beliefs.
Because he has yet to learn the meaning of fear, self-consciousness or doubt, he is
unafraid of adventure and insecurity.
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Interpretation
Let go, take a risk and don’t worry about what other people think. You are protected by
your optimism and innocence, and however mad your plans may seem you are very
much in tune with yourself. This is the start of an exciting journey, which may be
mental, physical, spiritual or all three. Look to the surrounding cards for further
illumination.
When the Fool represents an individual, he or she is likely to have some noticeably
child-like characteristics, or be about to behave in a spontaneous way. Someone
unconventional could come into your life. Depending upon your own character, you
may find this threatening or hugely enjoyable.
Whatever your reaction, this person can show you how to throw the rulebook out of the
window and take a fresh look at things. ‘Lateral’ thinking is the Fool’s forte, and he
could come up with some surprising solutions to your problems, or inspire you to have a
brainstorming session yourself.
In terms of health and general energy, the Fool denotes nervous tension, great but
undisciplined mental energy, and unstable conditions of all kinds. Since the Fool is
both male and female it can signal sexual ambivalence, or an unconventional sex life. It
can refer to someone with a very variable libido; bisexuality or homosexuality.
Reversed
Here is a warning to look before you leap. This is not the time to take a risk, change
your job, or trust anyone you don’t know very well. You, or someone close, may be a
gambler; the Fool counsels you to hold on to your money, for luck has temporarily
deserted you. If you are beginning a romantic relationship, take it slowly. Your new
lover may be thoughtless and flighty – wait a while before committing yourself.
If you are already involved with someone, you may find it hard to pin the person down.
You might want commitment, while he or she seems to need a great deal of freedom.
Perhaps the person is younger than you, mentally or physically. Do not make yourself
unhappy by trying to change him or her; you must either accept inherent eccentricities
or forget the relationship, for it will never bring you the stability you want.

17

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

1 – The Magician
Planet: Mercury
Myths and Symbols
The Magician, shaman, witch or wizard played a
vital role in ancient societies all over the world.
Whether healing, looking into the future,
protecting people from negative forces, or
presiding over fertility rituals, these especially
chosen people mediated between our world and
the mysterious realms of the spirits. This work not
only required highly developed psychic abilities,
but demanded rigorous training as well.
The Magician has studied long and hard; his or her
efforts have required willpower and creativity, and
have been rewarded, for this figure is very much
in control of his or her life. Traditionally the
Magician wears the figure-eight symbol for
eternity above his head, and is shown presiding
over a table. On the table are a cup, pentacle or
disc, sword and wand – the symbols of the four
suits of the Minor Arcana.
These symbols are found in a number of ancient
mythologies; Nemesis, Greek goddess of Fate, had the wand, cup, wheel and sword as
her symbolic possessions. The four magical treasures of Celtic mythology were the
Cauldron of Regeneration, Stone of Sovereignty, Spear of Lug and the Sword of Nuada.
Each represents an aspect of life, personality and knowledge. Like Nemesis, the
Magician has control over these elements, and can rearrange them or use them as it suits
him or her.
The Magician’s designated planet, Mercury, serves to emphasise the magical ability to
travel between two worlds. Hermes, as the Greeks knew Mercury, was called the
Psychopomp, who conducted souls into the underworld. Unlike them he had the
freedom to come and go as he pleased. Hermes/Mercury was a messenger god, moving
swiftly with the aid of his winged sandals and helmet.
He is the god of the alphabet, languages, magical knowledge, medicine, crossroads and
tricksters. In medieval times he became the patron of alchemists, because of his ability
to turn things into gold with his caduceus (wand). This is another obvious link with
magic, which traditionally entails transformation through an effort of will.
Astrologically, Mercury is the planet of communication, intellect, reason and teaching.
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Interpretation
Initiating projects, having a sense of control over your destiny, and making creative
ideas a reality are all possible when the Magician appears in a spread. The Fool’s
schemes and dreams can evaporate like morning mist without some practical, selfdisciplined action.
The Magician helps you to work towards achieving goals. You may be called upon to
organise a department in an office, find yourself in a teaching role, or feel especially
clear-sighted and logical. This card also suggests an interest in languages, writing,
public speaking or psychotherapy.
When the Magician manifests in your life, he may be some kind of agent or
entrepreneur who successfully brings together a number of different people or skills.
He can represent someone who is witty, eloquent, and at home in the world.
Physically, the Magician is associated with the central nervous system, lungs and the
five senses. It is an unemotional card, sometimes suggesting someone who is not in
touch with his or her feelings, or who over analyses everything. Nervous exhaustion
and breathing difficulties are the forms of illness linked to the Magician.
Like the Fool, this is an androgynous card. Sexually, this can indicate a perfect balance
between male and female forces for it is a card of self-love, without which a relationship
soon runs into difficulties. If you draw this card when you are interested in starting a
relationship with someone, do not be afraid to make the first move.
Reversed
You are dithering about something, unable to make a choice. Perhaps positive and
potentially successful plans have been abandoned, or you have been unwilling or unable
to see things through to their conclusion. Sometimes these difficulties seem to have
been caused by someone else. Certainly, some negative force or person is blocking
your path and you may feel lacking in inspiration or energy.
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2 – The High Priestess
Planet: The Moon
Myths and Symbols
The High Priestess represents the virginal, selfcontained aspect of the ancient Triple-faced
Goddess, and is ruled by the Moon. This goddess
is linked to the cyclical phases of the Moon. In
her virgin or maiden guise she is the New Moon,
as the great and fertile mother, the Full Moon, and
as the infinitely wise old crone, she is the dark and
Waning Moon.
The veiled face of the goddess represents mystery,
secrets, and the eternal ebb and flow of the
Moon’s influence upon earth and all its creatures.
The great Egyptian goddess, Isis, in her veiled
form, presided over a powerful and widespread
mystery religion in ancient times. This extended
all over Greece and Asia Minor, and had cult
centres in Rome and Memphis. She offered
salvation and regeneration after her death to her
followers, and was known as Myrionymos, ‘the
one with ten thousand names’, since she
incorporated aspects of many other goddess forms.
Astrologically, the Moon represents mother, feelings, instincts, changeable moods, the
feminine principle and fertility. All of these qualities are combined in the High
Priestess, daughter of the Moon, who guards the gateways to the deepest recesses of the
mind.

20

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd
Interpretation
When the High Priestess appears, she represents the sixth sense, heightened perception,
and a fascination with the unknown. She is telling you to look within, pay attention to
your dreams, and listen to the inner voice we all possess but seldom use. She may
appear at a time in your life when you are particularly interested in mystic subjects, the
paranormal or occult. She can herald some hidden part of yourself which is about to
surface – deeper emotions, or psychic powers, for example.
She invariably counsels patience, waiting for the right time, and relying on gut feelings
rather than logical answers. Her secrets will be revealed eventually; you may not be
ready to understand them yet. This is a good time to learn how to develop your intuition
– try divination, or use creative visualisation techniques.
When she represents a person, she may be your mother, especially if she is widowed,
divorced or alone in life. She can appear as a psychic woman, witch or powerful female
boss.
In a man’s cards she can symbolise the sometimes frightening female aspects of
himself, or manifest as a strong independent woman whom he is unable to control or
dominate. She can also represent an idealised lover, or someone he cannot have a real
relationship with because she has either rejected him, or is happy with someone else.
Physically, the High Priestess is associated with the element of water. In health matters
she relates to body fluids, digestion, absorbing nutrients and clearing the body of
poisonous wastes. She suggests an emotional sensitivity to the Moon and seasonal
temperature fluctuations.
The High Priestess has no need of men, and in certain circumstances can represent
lesbian sexuality. Within a heterosexual relationship, she signifies female mystery and
can mean, for a woman, that the man in her life does not really understand her. This
card also suggests emotional isolation, brought on by a tendency to confide only in
other women. This may leave a male partner feeling resentful and rejected.
Reversed
Stand back and take the time to look carefully at your problems. There is a lot going on
beneath the surface when the High Priestess appears upside down, consequently this is
not the right time to proceed. Since you are not in full possession of all the facts you
must wait until they emerge.
This position may also indicate that you have repressed or ignored intuitive feelings,
and warns you of the danger of this approach. Socially, shallow, superficial people may
surround you.
The High Priestess reversed can sometimes warn of hidden enemies, usually female.
Someone may be working against you, or feel destructive towards you. Watch your
step, and keep your own counsel if you suspect this to be true.
21
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3 – The Empress
Planet: Venus
Myths and Symbols
The Empress represents the fertile mother
goddess, who was worshipped all over the world.
She is linked with the great silver disk of the Full
Moon, at the height of its monthly cycle. Her
womb was the earth itself, and her children were
the fruits of the earth, which sustained life.
Without her help, mankind believed there would
be an endless, barren winter with no hope of
spring.
Her most enduring symbol is the ear of corn,
which appears in various forms on many Tarot
cards depicting the Empress. Another important
symbol is the ‘Madonna’ lily, whose starry shape
reflected the fact that many of her names meant
star, Astarte, Ishtar, and Eostre (Easter) being
some of the best known. For the same reason, the
Empress is sometimes shown crowned with stars.
This card is associated with Venus, planet of love,
harmony, union and beauty. In astrology, Venus
rules Taurus, an Earth sign, and Libra, an Air sign. Here Venus reveals her earthly,
sensual face. The Taurean Venus is connected with the earth, its special smell after rain
has fallen, beautiful overflowing gardens, luscious ripe fruits.
Sensuality is expressed through a healthy appetite for food and sex, a love of tactile
fabrics such as velvet and silk, massage with perfumed oils and rich colours in clothes
and furnishings.
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Interpretation
The Empress represents powerful forces. When symbolising a state of mind she is
telling you that you are brimming over with creativity. The time is right for you to
expand and grow. Financially and materially, you will be well provided for, and your
basic needs will be comfortably met.
If you are an artist of any kind you will be able to draw on the practical energy required
to write, paint or sculpt. If your question is related to career, this card directs your
attention towards this area, or anything that is associated with beauty, such as
hairdressing, massage, exercise, aromatherapy, or skin care. Your creative impulses
may also express themselves in cooking, gardening, or the urge to make your home a
more beautiful place. Ideally, every idea must be conceived, nurtured, and ultimately
given birth to. This is the essence of the Empress, who denotes growth and birth. These
concepts may apply to a physical baby, business, work of art, or love relationship.
When signifying a person, the Empress stands for a warm, loving and sensual woman.
She may represent a man’s great love, the woman he wants to share his life with. She
may enter your life as someone who is creative, or someone who is intensely alive and
enjoys life to the full. This person will stimulate these qualities in you, for the Empress
means abundance, sunshine and harvest on every level.
Physically, this card often foretells a pregnancy or birth. You are fertile, and highly
receptive. Harmonious sexual relationships are indicated, with special emphasis on the
physical expressions of love and affection.
Reversed
Your creativity and ability to bring things to fruition is blocked. Surrounding cards
should indicate why. You may experience frigidity, impotence or other sexual
difficulties; infertility may be a problem. Sex without love, or meaningless promiscuity
can also be suggested. An unwanted child may be conceived at this time, with the
possibility of an abortion.
On a material level, the Empress reversed can signify a period of poverty, or other
material discomfort. This card has particular relevance to home comforts; your home
may cease to be refuge under this influence. Perhaps you discover damp, or noisy and
disruptive building work begins next door. Even if you have enough money, you may
feel impoverished.
Spiritually you are living through a hard and icy winter. However, it is in the nature of
the Empress to return from the underworld each spring. When she falls in the reversed
position she may need a little help from you.
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4 – The Emperor
Sign: Aries
Myths and Symbols
An essentially masculine card, the Emperor stands
for the father gods of mythology, who had
dominion over the skies. The Greek god, Zeus,
hurling his thunderbolts from Mount Olympus, or
the Scandinavian god, Thor, wielding his great
hammer, are two manifestations of this principle.
Zeus gave birth to Athene, goddess of war and
wisdom, through his own head, symbolising the
ascent and development of logic, reason and
authority.
Such concepts are traditionally
masculine in nature, belonging – according to
numerous researchers – to the left-hand side of the
brain, while the right-hand side is ‘female’,
creative and instinctive by nature.
This card is associated with Aries, the first sign of
the Zodiac, ruled by Mars, the god of war. Aries
is very much a dynamic’ go out and get’ sign,
connected with initiating projects, leadership and
power.
In the Tarot these qualities are modified by the number four, the Emperor’s number.
Here, foursquare stability, foundation, and a firm structure are represented. This solid
base channels and contains the extrovert, fiery qualities of Aries, making long-term
achievement a real possibility.
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Interpretation
The Emperor represents structure and the kind of power arising from it. He symbolises
worldly achievement, and the competitive qualities and drive it takes to make your
mark. When you draw the Emperor you may be on the verge of promotion, or be in a
position where others look to you for direction. You are ambitious, and can make
logical plans to achieve your success.
You could be dealing with authority in some shape or form; large companies,
governments, authorities and bosses all being typical manifestations of the Emperor. He
can also represent your father, or anyone who plays that role in your life.
In terms of career, the Emperor signifies that you prefer to be boss and are not a natural
employee or follower. Specific work areas include science, politics, computers, the
armed forces, and any job where you are in control, or where there is a recognised
hierarchy within which you can advance.
The Emperor can appear in your life as a successful and wealthy businessman. If your
question concerned a relationship, you may be involved with someone who finds it
difficult to express emotions. This type of person is unwilling to let down defences, for
he or she likes to be in control at all times. If you asked about a man, he has been
taught that ‘big boys don’t cry’ and has repressed his feminine side. Of course, he has
emotions – they just don’t show very often. If your question concerned a woman, she
may be financially successful but have little time to relax and be receptive.
Physically this card relates to the head, headaches, and accidents affecting that part of
the body. Sexually, it is the card of the hunter and seducer of either sex who usually
gets what he or she wants, and tends to dominate a partner. The Emperor’s blocked
emotions find an outlet in passionate sex, although partners may not feel particularly
loved or cherished at other times.
Reversed
Other, apparently more powerful people seem to be in control of your destiny. Your
hatred of authority may have drawn this negative force into your life. By learning to
deal with rules, regulations and structures you will free yourself.
If you are in a position of command, you are about to lose some of your authority. You
feel drained, threatened, and/or vulnerable. You are out of touch with your masculine
side, lacking in ambition, or overshadowed by a dominant parent.
In relationships, business or friendship the Emperor can manifest as a cold calculating
individual who may be using you to achieve his or her own ends.
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5 – The Hierophant or Pope
Sign: Taurus
Myths and Symbols
The Hierophant, or Pope, is an extraordinary Tarot
figure, who does not simply represent the head of
the Christian Church. ‘Hierophant’ is an ancient
Greek word meaning a priest who initiates, one
who interprets the sacred mysteries. These men
embodied the god on earth, and were believed to
become vessels for his spirit in certain rituals.
Similarly the word ‘pontiff’ means ‘bridge’ –
again, there is the idea of uniting, leading to, and
making connections.
Taurus, the Bull, which governs the second house
of the natural zodiac, rules this card. The second
is traditionally associated with the material world,
possessions, money, and security. At first glance,
these things seem very far from spiritual realms.
However, belongings can say a lot about a person,
for they are an outward expression of inner belief.
In ritual, whether magical or religious, outward
signs can be very important. An especially
beautiful place, richly decorated robes, symbolic pictures and all other outward
trappings of religion can help to create atmosphere. In this way people can more easily
direct their thoughts toward spiritual matters. Yet too much concentration on these
things may have the opposite effect; some religious and spiritual movements have
rejected opulence in favour of the utmost simplicity.
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Interpretation
The Hierophant represents a gateway to hidden knowledge and ancient secrets. The
Hierophant is also a gateway, but a more conventional one. When you draw this card,
you may be going to university, as teacher or student. You, or someone close to you,
may be very attracted to an orthodox religion, or need the strength and certainty this can
provide.
When this card signifies an aspect of personality, it suggests someone who pays great
attention to outer details. A tidy home, a regular routine, and a dislike for anything
disrupting the even tenor of life are characteristic.
On the negative side, such an individual can be overly concerned about what other
people think, maintaining the status quo, and ‘keeping up with the Jones’s’. He or she
invariably has money in the bank, and disapproves of extravagant gestures.
Marriage is another meaning of this card. The solemn ceremony, with all its symbolic
movements, is a profoundly important ritual in most societies. The Hierophant relates
to the dramatic and traditional elements of marriage. Additionally, this card suggests
the public joining together of two families, two sexes, and two destinies.
When the Hierophant manifests as a person he or she may be a gifted teacher, a priest,
mentor or interpreter. Such a person has entered your life to open some mental door for
you, revealing what lies beyond. Whatever is taught, you will have a structure;
language, astrology, music and theology are typical subjects linked with the Hierophant.
This card can also signify an old friend, often someone older than you, who is able to
give you some sound advice.
You may feel a need for routine when you draw this card. You want to eat your meals
at the same time every day; you find it difficult to think straight when things are in a
state of uncertainty around you.
You also want your role defined clearly, whether in a relationship or at work.
Reversed
The spirit of anarchy is alive and well and about to enter your life or your thoughts.
Rebellion against the establishment, breaking all the rules, and acting in an eccentric
way are all suggested here. Rules and regulations make you feel claustrophobic; you
cannot see the point in them. You may turn against your background and reject parental
values. If you have been brought up in a conventional religious atmosphere, you may
turn your back on it now and seek your own truths.
Should you be seeking advice, particularly from a conventional source such as a lawyer
or accountant, you would be wise to take a second opinion. You are in danger of
judging a book by its cover and being overly impressed by titles or letters after
someone’s name. Do not rush into any new agreements. If buying expensive things for
the home, they will prove disappointing.
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6 – The Lovers
Sign: Gemini
Myths and Symbols
The Lovers invariably shows three figures.
Sometimes there is a couple, with an angelic being
hovering over them. Sometimes Cupid plays this
role, and in other packs a young man is shown
with two women – one young and one mature.
These figures are often said to represent the
conscious mind (male), the unconscious mind
(female) and the higher self (angel, Cupid). In
cards depicting two women, the older one may
have been intended to represent the priestess who
would marry the young couple. Women played a
far from supportive role in ancient religions,
including medieval Catharism.
Gemini, the Twins, rules this card. The Twins
variously symbolise active and passive, light and
dark, conscious and unconscious, positive and
negative. The spiritual lesson of this sign is to
learn how to blend these apparent opposites in
what is effectively a mental and emotional
marriage. This fusion can only be brought about
through the powers of love, including physical love.
Eastern philosophies such as Tantra and Taoism believed that sexual union was one of
the true paths to enlightenment. They did not see the body as an obstacle, or as
something disgusting, but as a temple of the spirit.
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Interpretation
Not surprisingly, the Lovers suggests love, romance and an emotional, spiritual and
physical union. Any relationship connected to this card will be a powerful and
meaningful one, the old idea of a soulmate being suggested here.
You may feel as if you have known one another always, be able to read each other’s
minds, and feel completely in tune on every level. Many occultists would say that you
have been together before, loving through many different lifetimes in many different
cultures. You are, quite simply, meant for each other.
Sometimes this card can mean an ‘inner marriage’. In this case, you have resolved
many conflicts within yourself, and are happy with your body. Your male and female
characteristics are well balanced at this time; your energy finds positive expression.
Sexually, you are just as happy to initiate as to receive, and are full of affection.
The other important meaning of the Lovers is choice. If it appears when you are trying
to make your mind up, it is telling you to think very carefully. Choices indicated by this
card are not black and white, nor easily resolved in a logical way. Sometimes they are
presented as towpaths; you can continue with what you are currently doing, or take a
risk and try something new.
You must use your intuition and ask yourself a few questions. The Lovers counsels you
to go wherever your heart leads you. Does your home, job, or relationship reflect you,
or do you sometimes wonder what you are doing in one of those areas of your life?
Have you sacrificed your ideals completely? Look closely at your life, and think quietly
about your question. If you feel you have sold out in order to gain security, to please
someone else, or because you are lazy, the Lovers offers you a chance to get back on the
right path.
Reversed
This position often denotes adultery, sex without love, and relationship difficulties.
Within a relationship it indicates a disrupted sex life. One partner may be trying to
control the other, and using sex – or the lack of it – as a weapon. Anger and
disharmony lurk just beneath the surface.
Jealousy could be a serious problem, driving a poisonous wedge between two people.
One partner may feel shut out, neglected or frustrated emotionally and physically.
These feelings are likely to result in an affair outside the partnership, or a gradual
withdrawal of affection and commitment.
If you get this card at the beginning of an affair it serves as a warning. You may end up
as one point in an eternal triangle, and emerge as the loser. You may be the victim of
deception, or short-lived but powerful feelings. Do not make any irrevocable choices at
this time.
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7 – The Chariot
Sign: Cancer
Myths and Symbols
A young hero or heroine stands upright in a
splendidly decorated chariot, drawn by two
creatures – one black and one white. Yet this
imposing figure rarely has control of the reins, if
any are shown.
The Chariot as a symbol is found in many
mythologies. The Greek Sun God, Helios, rode
his chariot across the skies every day; Roman
Mars was often shown riding his chariot of war,
while in India the Lord of the World’s great
chariot rumbled inexplicably along the road of
time.
The creatures at the front of the chariot are usually
said to symbolise night and day, conscious and
unconscious, past and present. By understanding
and working with these forces, one may come to
terms with duality, gain control, and in
consequence, succeed.
The Chariot is very much about tuning in with those cosmic cycles, and realising that
they are often more powerful than we are. By going against nature, we will ultimately
fail and be destroyed; in many ways the Chariot is a card for our times. We have fought
against nature, and briefly triumphed over her. Now she is fighting back.
Linked with Cancer the Crab, this card expresses the tenacity of that sign. Crabs hang
on tightly, do not give up easily, and often make intuitive moves sideways. They are
extremely self-protective, for their tough outer shell cradles a vulnerable, soft interior.
Ruled by the Moon, they are more aware than most zodiacal signs about the shifting
nature of the universe.
Glory, success and honour are changeable too. While the Chariot speaks of victory, it
also warns against excessive pride.
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Interpretation
You have put in a lot of hard work, and are about to be rewarded. Your self-discipline
may have been a struggle at times, but it has paid off – you are coming into the home
stretch and victory is in sight at last.
You may experience ‘overnight’ success. Others will tell you how lucky you are, but
luck has little or nothing to do with it. This kind of success has been won after a battle
– with yourself or obstacles in your path. You find yourself acting in a theatrical
success after years of working in draughty provincial theatres. Your book becomes a
best seller, but only after it has been rejected by twenty different publishers. You win
coveted promotion by working long hours, and sticking to your plans.
When the Chariot thunders into your life as a person, it represents someone who does
not give up and who firmly believes in the motto ‘if at first you don’t succeed, try, try
again’. Such a friend can inspire you, too, for he or she will encourage you not to give
in. This is a successful person, or one who is about to become so.
Sometimes the Chariot becomes a real physical vehicle. This vehicle brings news, or
friends from far-flung places. In a more abstract way, it can bring you the energy and
willpower to use your abilities to the full. Whatever gifts you have are there to be used,
even if this entails a struggle with yourself. Switch off the television (often a visual
drug) says the Chariot, and get on with it.
Reversed
Addiction, envy and avarice are the keywords here. The Chariot reversed suggests
negative attitudes, limitations and loss of self-control. You may think that the world
owes you a living, or be very gifted but afraid to use your abilities. Perhaps talents
come too easily, or arrogance, or lack of self-confidence, are hindrances.
This position can denote someone who buries his or head in the sand, using drink or
drugs as a way to dull the senses and forget about reality. Also it acts as a warning
against overwhelming ambition, burning up energy, and masking your resources.
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8 – Justice
Sign: Libra
Myths and Symbols
The card of balance, Justice, depicts a female
figure holding scales and a sword. This figure is
still a familiar one, although she is usually
blindfolded nowadays.
In Ancient Egyptian
mythology the goddess Maat weighed the souls of
the dead against her Feather of Truth. Her name
means truth and justice, which were thought to
form the basis of an ordered universe.
Other cultures saw her as Fate incarnate, who
presided over the laws of karma – or cause and
effect – and dealt out retribution or honours
accordingly.
Libra, the sign of the scales, is associated with
harmony and balance – particularly of a mental
kind. Because it is an airy sign it relates primarily
to the mental realms, and mental balance rather
than emotional concerns. Libra governs the
seventh house of the natural zodiac, the house of
partnership.
There is some dispute about the true position of Justice in the Tarot. Some experts
suggest she should be placed in the eighth position, between the Charioteer and the
introspective Hermit. This would then give a message of balance between the inner and
outer worlds. The number eight is associated with the idea of justice. There is an old
belief that there were eight blessings for the chosen and eight punishments for the
damned. Eleven suggests that luck and popularity will come out of adversity, and could
therefore be considered more appropriate for Strength.
Placing Justice between the Chariot and the Hermit also denotes the transitory nature of
worldly glory, or attachment to material values. Inner development must be
accomplished too, or fate may weigh you in her scales and find you lacking in humility.
Some modern packs have replaced Justice in the eighth position, while in others you
will find this card numbered eleven. The Waite and Hanson-Roberts decks place Justice
in the eleventh position, while the one depicted here, the Barbara Walker deck, shows
her in the eighth.
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Interpretation
Justice can sometimes indicate a choice of decision. This kind of decision is primarily
logical, and can be worked out accordingly. A list of pros and cons should soon make
the choice clear; a sharp mind is what is required when you draw this card.
Psychologically, you are balanced, with a fair, clear-sighted view of life. You are not
overdoing things in any area, or neglecting some part of your life in favour of another.
Justice often appears in answer to questions connected with the law, contracts, or formal
arrangements. This card can symbolise important legal documents requiring signature,
a court case, or negotiations. It can indicate accountants, judges, solicitors, union
leaders and people who make laws.
When Justice manifests as a person, you can expect him or her to be involved in this
type of career, or possess the type of mind ideally suited to calm, logical negotiation.
If you are currently involved with some kind of litigation, Justice suggests that the
matter will probably be resolved in your favour. However, if you are making
unreasonable demands or being greedy then you may get less than you hope for.
Reversed
You may well experience injustice, imbalance and delays. Any legal process in your
life will be slow and painful. You may have to pay more than you bargained for, or
wait a long time until your case is finally resolved. If you are getting divorced, there
may be an unfair judgment against you in court. If you are buying a house, be prepared
for complicated negotiations and much correspondence. Tax matters may be confused.
Emotionally, you may separate from your partner – especially if you are legally
married. This kind of parting in unlikely to be very messy, or filled with recriminations.
You could both decide time has come to part, and be able to do so on a friendly basis.
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9 – The Hermit
Sign: Virgo
Myths and Symbols
The Hermit, or religious recluse, is a familiar
figure in many religions. He symbolises the need
to withdraw from the world for a while to
contemplate the meaning of life, and seek
enlightenment. By deliberately isolating himself,
he is able to concentrate on a union with spiritual
powers.
A hermit retires to the wilderness, to the top of a
lonely mountain, or finds a distant cave for his
solitary home. Here, he learns inner wisdom and
listens to the voice of his higher self. Most
Hermits in the Tarot carry a lamp, symbolising
spiritual light and knowledge.
Hecate, the dark goddess of crossroads, witchcraft,
and midwifery is the ancient female counterpart of
the Hermit. Here is the third face of the Triple
Goddess in her guise as a wise old woman, dark
destructive mother, and crone. Hecate governed
both the waters of the sea and the waters of the
womb when they broke during labour. She dwelt in the underworld, but often held a
torch, the light from which illuminated the secrets of the unconscious, profound
mysteries, not easily revealed.
This card is paired with Virgo, the Virgin, which governs the sixth house of the natural
zodiac. Virgo is traditionally the sign of work and service to others. These ideas are
found in the Hermit, too, but here they also have a spiritual meaning. Selfless service is
one way to rid ourselves of arrogance and deceit. As such, Buddhism and Christianity –
amongst others – use it as a means of purifying the soul.
Nine is the number of the Hermit, a number of completion, creativity and the universe.
The Fool has learnt many things on his journey; the next stage of initiation has been
reached, and he must sit quietly for a time.
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Interpretation
You have a pressing need to be by yourself in order to think and make plans. You want
to unplug the telephone, cancel social appointments, and leave the door unanswered.
Perhaps there is a serious decision to make; you may feel you have achieved everything
you have set out to do and wonder what is next.
You will soon realise there is always something new to learn, and may want to study
philosophy, spiritual doctrines, or learn how to meditate. You may want to spend some
time in a retreat, take long solitary walks, or travel alone. Peace and quiet are important
now, and you will not lose out if you drop out of the social whirl for a time.
Sometimes the Hermit can enter your life as a teacher. This person is unlikely to be a
conventional teacher, but will be someone wise and kind who can guide you in the right
direction. Listen to the advice that is given for it will be worth its weight in gold.
When the Hermit appears, it can be warning against thoughtless action. This card’s
message is one of prudence, caution and discretion in worldly affairs. Take as much
time as you need to reach your conclusions, and consider every angle. Silence is
golden, says the Hermit, for it illuminates the path ahead.
Reversed
Many people hate being alone, and may experience this card as enforced loneliness.
They need noise, distractions and ceaseless activity, for they are frightened to look too
deeply inside themselves. This position suggests immaturity and superficiality, a life
full of empty matter.
Try not to reject advice given to you if you receive this card. It will be sound, and you
would be very foolish to ignore it. This position can sometimes indicate pig-headed
obstinacy, and refusal to listen.
The Hermit reversed can also be telling you that you are wasting your time in some
way; your energy could be used more productively. Examine your life and
preoccupations.
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10 – The Wheel of Fortune
Planet: Jupiter
Myths and Symbols
The Wheel of Fortune, time, and fate symbolises
the endless cycle of death and rebirth. In the
Tarot, this wheel is often presided over by a
sphinx-like figure – for the sphinx knew the
secrets of time. In each corner of the card there is
usually one of four figures, a bull, a lion, an eagle
and an angel.
These symbols represent a number of things. Each
one belongs to a fixed sign of the zodiac – the
angel to Aquarius, the bull to Taurus, the lion to
Leo and the eagle to Scorpio. Four ancient pagan
festivals fall during the time the sun is passing
through these signs; these are Imbolc, or
Candlemas, on 2nd February, Beltane, or May Day,
on 1st May, Lugnasad, or Lamas, on 1st/2nd
August, and Samhain, or Halloween, on 31st
October/1st November.
These festivals, too, represent a journey. There is
a journey through the seasons; seedtime, fruition,
harvest and withdrawal. There is also the journey of the goddess through all her phases,
as maiden, bride, mother and crone. Each circular trip eventually returns to its starting
point at Samhain (Halloween), when the goddess returns to the underworld.
Modern interpreters have also allocated four psychological functions to these elemental
creatures. The bull, which belongs to the earth, represents feeling and our physical
senses. The lion, whose element is fire, stands for intuition. The scorpion eagle is
associated with the emotional aspect of water, and the airborne angel of Aquarius stands
for intellect and the mental faculties.
This card is traditionally linked with the planet Jupiter, sometimes known as the Luck
Bringer, or Great Benefic. It is an expansive planet, striding through the zodiac like a
favourite uncle dispensing treats and happy surprises. Here the sense of growth relates
to both material circumstances and spiritual awareness. As the Wheel of Fortune turns,
so the soul learns to balance the four elements within.
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Interpretation
The Wheel of Fortune focuses upon the difficult issue of destiny versus free will. This
is an almost impossible question to solve. However, both factors seem to operate in life
in varying degrees, depending upon individual circumstances.
In the writer’s view, we are not at the mercy of Fate all the time. Destiny has provided
us with certain talents, character traits, parental background and so on, but what we do
with this material, and what we can learn from it seems to be up to us. There is usually
a choice, or a point where one can make a decision – this is how we learn.
When you draw the Wheel, you are approaching one of those moments in life when Fate
does take a hand in your affairs. Strange coincidences, fortunate meetings and lucky
breaks can all shape your destiny at this time. You may feel as if someone else has
written your life script. You begin sentences with, “You’ll never believe this, but ….”.
The Great Cosmic Joker is in a benevolent mood and has decided to throw a few
favours in your direction.
One thing is certain, the Wheel has turned and you are beginning a new cycle. Positive
confusion reigns. Although it may be difficult to live through, it is important not to
resist this phase, for when the dust has settled you may find yourself with a whole new
set of friends, a new career, or a totally unexpected new home.
Reversed
Bad luck dogs your path. The goddess of fortune is wearing her dark and destructive
face. There is a celestial spanner in the works.
Take heart, for the Wheel is always in motion and if you can be patient Fate will smile
on you once more. As you can imagine, this is a bad time to initiate any fresh projects,
or gamble on things going in your favour.
Unexpected delays appear out of nowhere. You can still be heard to say, “You’ll never
believe this but, ….”, but this time bad news completes the sentence. Take comfort in
the fact that change is usually positive in the end, and expect the unexpected.
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11 – Strength
Sign: Leo
Myths and Symbols
Strength depicts a woman, usually in the act of
opening a lion’s mouth. Such an act requires
courage and certainty, although in many packs the
lion seems to be co-operating rather meekly. The
figure-eight symbol, for eternity, is drawn over the
woman’s head, sometimes in the form of a hat.
The human figure is also intended to represent the
conscious mind coming to terms with our
instinctive, animal natures.
Some experts
maintain that the woman (in some, more recent
decks, a man) is taming or controlling these forces
lurking deep within us all. Others suggest cooperation between the two.
The solar sign of Leo, the Lion, which rules the
fifth house of the natural zodiac, rules this card.
Positive attributes of this sign include honesty,
generosity, loyalty and reliability.
It is this fixed sense of purpose, combined with
high ideals, which pervades Strength; Leo rules the heart, physically and emotionally,
while the fifth house is connected with creativity, romance, pleasure and children.
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Interpretation
Strength does, of course, mean strength, but it has nothing to do with brute force or
violence. This kind of strength comes from a generous, loving heart.
When you draw Strength, you have the courage of your convictions and will triumph
over hatred, miserly attitudes, and mean-spirited enemies. You are filled with faith and
power. Optimism and a firm resolve will enable you to win through in any situation.
When Strength manifests as a person, he or she is generous and fair-minded. You may
be the fortunate recipient of liberality, or encounter someone who will fight on your
behalf. This person cannot stand by and see injustice or cruelty without trying to put
things right.
Such people will not acknowledge defeat or negativity, and their considerable willpower
and energy will inspire you.
Should you have been involved in an unpleasant dispute, or have experienced
antagonism from others, you will be able to resolve things now. Strength overcomes
dark forces with the power of love, resistance crumbles and you are reconciled with
your enemies.
Sometimes this card can translate itself quite literally. When this happens, a beloved
animal could enter your life. You will gain great pleasure from this association, and
find the animal a soothing and healing influence. Animals love unconditionally; they do
not judge and find you wanting. This is the kind of love symbolised by this card.
If you draw Strength when you are experiencing relationship difficulties, you must try
to open your heart, forgive and forget. All is certainly not lost, but reconciliation
demands love on both sides. Strength suggests that there is more than enough love
between you. A happy future together is possible if you are both determined and do not
give up at the first hurdle.
Reversed
Courage has deserted you; you have lost your nerve and no longer believe anything is
possible. Fear and weakness are barriers to success; at this point negative forces are
barriers to achievement.
When this position represents a person it signifies he or she has given in, taken the easy
way out, and accepted defeat. Fear of what the future holds may be the motive; fear has
frozen the ability to act.
Sometimes this position is telling you to summon up your inner strength and carry on
despite genuine difficulties. You will be successful if only you can overcome your fear
of failure, enemies or obstacles.
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12 – The Hanged Man
Planet: Neptune
Myths and Symbols
The Hanged Man is one of the most powerful and
disturbing images in the entire Tarot. He is often
cited as unmistakable evidence of pagan meanings
behind the cards, for he is not hung in an ordinary
way. The Hanged Man dangles by one foot from a
tree, looking perfectly calm, and not in pain.
The Norse god, Odin, hung himself like this for
nine nights on the world tree. At the end of this
ritual sacrifice he was granted wisdom in the form
of the runes. Odin was a many-faceted god who
presided over magic and inspiration, journeys,
battle, and the realms of the dead.
In his role as the great magician and shape-shifter
he has special relevance to the Hanged Man. He
was credited with the power to create mental
paralysis at critical moments; conversely, he could
free the human mind from fear and hesitation.
This, in essence, is the double meaning of the
Tarot card, which can point to either or both of these states.
Yogis have been turning themselves upside down for more than a thousand years. By
standing on their heads in the famous pose known as the Sirsasana they believe they can
activate the brain’s nerve centres and improve mental alertness.
This card is linked with Neptune, planet of dreams, artistic inspiration, mysticism and
sacrifice. Here, its dissolving, watery influence suggests surrendering outworn concepts
and fears in order to gain knowledge.
The Hanged Man experiences spiritual ecstasy too, for the ultimate meaning of this card
is rebirth and regeneration. Pagan corn gods, like John Barleycorn, had to die in order
to allow this regeneration to take place, yet the sacrifice was willingly made.
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Interpretation
You may feel unable to move forward or back when you receive the Hanged Man.
Don’t try, for you have reached a temporary pause in your life and will be unable to
effect any changes right now. You cannot make any sensible decisions, since you will
probably be waiting for news or others’ opinions and actions.
Patience is one of the traditional virtues, so try to cultivate it and enjoy your waiting
room for you will not be in it forever.
The Hanged Man also suggests the notion of sacrifice. Something must be given up so
that something else may be gained. You may have to abandon a steady, secure job
which is going nowhere in order to gain a more fulfilling career.
Perhaps you have reached deadlock in your relationship and things seem stale or you
feel trapped and claustrophobic. If this is the case, you need to give up your ideas about
what a relationship should be, and see what happens if you abandon convention and turn
everything upside-down for a while.
Sometimes the ‘sacrifice’ has been made for you, and a special person, home or
meaning in your life has been taken away. This card may appear when someone is
mourning an aspect of his or her life, but there is hope, for emergence from this difficult
period with renewed energy will occur sooner or later.
If your question involved a decision, this is not the right time to take it. Even if you go
ahead, you will encounter delays. The best course is to accept that time is suspended,
and that waiting is inevitable just now.
Reversed
When the Hanged Man falls in a reversed position, he warns the inquirer against
selfishness and materialism. Events may run away with you, with disastrous results,
unless you stop and think. Or you may be so busy hanging on to what you’ve got that
you fail to grasp an opportunity when it arises. This card can also warn of bad
investments, loss of belongings, and reversals of fortune.
You, or someone in your life, may be oppressing someone else. Do you feel like an
unwilling victim, or is someone trying to manipulate you in some way? You may be
pressurising someone unwittingly in your eagerness to get things done. The Hanged
Man advises you to stop what you are doing, remember the lessons of the Hermit (refer
to page 34), and consider your actions.
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13 – Death
Sign: Scorpio
Myths and Symbols
Death, the grim reaper, is often portrayed as a
skeletal figure with a scythe, both in the Tarot and
in art. This macabre image played an important
role in medieval art, while death is allotted a
significant place in all the world’s mythologies.
Death is seen by some cultures as a mistake, by
others as a punishment for our sins, or as an
agreement between the first man and the first
woman. Behind all these stories lies the idea that,
long ago, people could renew themselves and that
death was a temporary state of affairs.
In Hindu mythology, the goddess of death has a
terrible and destructive face – Kali the Destroyer.
She is portrayed wearing a crown of severed
heads, or a necklace of skulls. She carries the
sword of death, scissors to cut life’s thread, and,
significantly, the lotus of eternal generation,
symbolising the endless cycles of death and
rebirth.
The name Kali also means ‘time’. Time often accompanies death in various myths,
while in western art, death’s scythe belongs to Father Time himself. Both, not
surprisingly, are seen as unstoppable forces.
St. Paul was not alone in thinking of death as an enemy, which must be vanquished. In
I Corinthians, chapter 15, he said, “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”. A
Coffin Text from Ancient Egypt suggested a very similar attitude; ‘Save me from the
claws of him who takes what he sees; may the growing breath of his mouth not take me
away.’
Yet remnants of a more positive, celebratory attitude towards death linger in the
traditional Irish wake, the richly symbolic Mexican Day of the Dead, and the countless
stories of resurrection and rebirth.
Astrologically, Death is associated with the sign of Scorpio and the eighth house of the
zodiac wheel. Scorpio is an intense, emotional and intuitive sign. It is traditionally
linked with secrets, being both secretive and intent on delving beneath the surface to
reveal the truth. Scorpio’s house is said to be the house of sex, death, birth and
transformation. Transformation is the keyword here, applying to both the Tarot card
and its astrological counterpart.
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The number thirteen is popularly held to be unlucky. It is the traditional number of
witches in a coven, and the number of lunar months in a year. According to an old book
of numerology it is the number of death, destruction, faith, hope and rebirth. The writer
goes on to say, “He hath the key of power and dominion who understands the number
thirteen.”
Interpretation
More than any other Tarot image, Death is frightening to both the inexperienced reader
and anxious querent. Most people are afraid of death, and naturally do not want to think
that someone they love is about to die. For this reason, amongst others, many modern
interpreters of this card suggest that it means ‘change’. This is partly true. However,
the idea of confronting something implacable and alarming must not be completely
brushed under the carpet.
When you draw this card in a reading it is certain that something is coming to an end.
This experience may be painful, and difficult to come to terms with. Resistance to this
change may work for a time, but not forever. Yet there is no need to be afraid, for
Death promises that transformation will follow. Your life is about to be altered
completely, some old and outworn part of yourself is dying, and your circumstances
will eventually reflect this.
This card cannot be taken lightly, or dismissed as some trivial event. Major changes lie
ahead, and you may require some time to mourn the passing of what you are leaving
behind. Try to think of it in terms of life itself; each phase serves its purpose and we
move on to the next.
Death in the Tarot promises transformation, renewal and the start of a new life once you
are free of the old one. Occasionally it does augur physical death, but this rarely, if
ever, applies to the querent. Never predict an actual death when you are reading the
cards – it is a totally irresponsible thing to do.
Reversed
You are resisting changes in your life, and this refusal to adapt is creating a stagnant
atmosphere around you. You may feel lacking in energy, as if carrying some great
weight. You may feel as if you are wading through treacle.
Life could be very boring indeed when you draw Death reversed. Nothing seems to
have changed for a long time; everything goes on and life itself seems to have lost its
meaning for you. Lethargy and inertia poison your days, and you are so tired you
cannot be bothered to do anything about it.
If surrounded by positive cards, death reversed could be telling you to wait. Make the
most of this, for there is little you can do at the moment. You will overcome your fears,
be released from the past, and sooner or later begin a new cycle.
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14 – Temperance
Sign: Sagittarius
Myths and Symbols
Temperance depicts a female figure pouring water
from one vessel into another. Sometimes this
figure is a woman, sometimes an angel of
indeterminate sex. The symbolic key to this card
seems to lie in the name and the idea of fluid
flowing from one container to another.
Most people today associate the word temperance
with abstention from alcohol, or moderation, but it
has other, older meanings, which would have been
in common use when the cards were originally
designed. Temperare in Latin means to moderate,
mix, blend or otherwise bring into harmony; the
angel seems to be blending the contents of her two
vessels rather than abstaining from a quiet drink
down at the local bar.
Sometimes this card is known as ‘Time’, which
mends all wounds and marches on despite our
efforts to put back the clock. Tempore in Latin
means ‘in the time of’; we use the word tempo to
mean time in music. And as time passes the lessons of life symbolised by the Tarot
unfold.
The liquid symbolises the line of life, the essential connection between conscious and
unconscious, and the blending of male and female elements without which life would
not continue. This balancing of male and female is a recurring theme in the tarot, and
indeed in ritual magic, psychology, and many spiritual doctrines. Here are the left and
right sides of the brain, representing logic and intuition. Yin and Yang, light and dark,
hot and cold – each requires its opposite to form a whole.
Temperance is numbered fourteen, a number of the moon. On the fourteenth day of her
cycle the moon is exactly midway between new and full. The fourteenth day of a
woman’s menstrual cycle generally falls during her fertile time, when by blending with
the opposite sex she is likely to become pregnant.
The Ancient Assyrians held special rituals on the seventh, fourteenth and twenty-first
days of the moon’s cycle, and it is thought by a number of scholars that they were
honouring their goddess’s menstrual cycle in this way. An old numerology text states
that the number fourteen ‘controls continuous change, movement, and combination.’ It
is the number of energy, sexuality and revolution.
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Temperance is associated with Sagittarius, the sign symbolised by a centaur – half man,
half horse. This image also represents blending – animal and human nature are
combined. Sagittarius is the great fiery seeker of the zodiac who searches for meaning
above and beyond normal everyday experience. Sagittarius rules the ninth house of the
zodiac, which is the house of far horizons, philosophy, higher education and religion in
the broadest sense.
Interpretation
Temperance brings a balanced, adaptable influence into your life, and as a result you are
able to see both sides of an argument clearly and to resolve matters successfully. You
feel calm, in control of events around you, and able to take whatever fate throws your
way. If you have been involved in any kind of dispute or disagreement you will be able
to sort it out satisfactorily. This applies to personal relationships or to problems at
work. Temperance settles union disputes, negotiates acceptable wage increases, helps a
couple to understand and overcome their differences and ‘kiss and make up’ in
consequence.
This is an excellent card if you are involved in any kind of creative work, or have been
looking for new ways to approach a project. Fresh combinations of colour, technique,
ideas or methods will spring to mind.
When Temperance represents a person, or aspect of character it suggests someone who
works well in a team. A well-rounded personality is indicated, an excellent manager –
someone who can bring out the best in everyone. This is the card of the diplomat,
alchemist, and the still calm voice in the midst of storms suggested by 13, Death, and
15, The Devil.
Reversed
Things are out of balance. There are quarrels and disagreements; you may find it hard
to get on with others, either at home or at work. An atmosphere of restless
competitiveness pervades group endeavours; this may stem from those around you or
you could be feeling this way yourself.
You may feel as if there are not enough hours in a day. There is so much to do, and so
many different activities to fit in. And then there’s your social life too. Temperance
reversed warns of the danger of trying to do too much, scattering your energy, and
becoming imbalanced and fractious as a result. Depending upon the card’s position, of
course, it could be referring to someone in your life who is behaving like this.
This card also signifies poor judgment; a properly balanced view of events is unlikely to
be achieved, and decisions that are taken now may be regretted later.
Emotionally, you and your partner could be competing with one another in the same
type of work. Perhaps one, or both, of you is restless, and cannot settle to anything.
The more stable partner may feel as if he or she is living with a jumpy and
unpredictable creature; arguments are likely.
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15 – The Devil
Sign: Capricorn
Myths and Symbols
A dancing horned figure surrounded by animals is
depicted upon the walls of the Trois Frères cave in
France – a Palaeolithic image of the great horned
god, Lord of the Animals, who has later turned
into the devil.
This god goes under many names, while his
animal horns are most commonly those of a stag,
goat or bull. By the Middle Ages he had come to
symbolise Satan, supposed god of witches, enemy
of Christianity, and embodiment of evil.
In classical myth, he appeared as Pan, the merry,
goat-faced son of Hermes who wandered in high,
rocky places and danced with nymphs in the
forests. The rather rumbustuous cult of Dionysius
was also associated with goats, for goat-imaged
satyrs were amongst his followers.
These gods were connected with fertility,
abandoned behaviour and exuberant enjoyment in
the form of noise, music, drinking and revelry of every kind. The English word ‘panic’
stems from the god Pan; the word ‘pan’ derives from the Greek pas, meaning ‘all’.
The Devil is linked with the astrological sign Capricorn, which is symbolised by a
fishtailed goat. This sign rules the tenth house of the zodiac, the house of status, career,
material needs and responsibilities.
Capricorn, often considered as a dour and responsible sign, is not all duty and hard
work. People born under Capricorn can have a deeply sensuous streak, enjoying wealth
and the comforts and pleasures this can bring. In addition, Capricorn rules the time of
year when the ‘Lord of Miracle’ was said to be abroad; this jolly pagan figure has much
in common with Pan, and his lower manifestation Puck – another tricksy, ancient spirit.
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Interpretation
When the Devil appears in your cards there is no need to shudder or believe that evil
forces are around. This card basically represents the material world, which is neither
good nor evil in itself. You may be entering a phase where money and material well
being become important. Perhaps you have rejected these things before and are tired of
never having enough money. You may start saving or collecting antiques or other
beautiful objects. There is nothing wrong with this as long as it doesn’t become an
obsession taking over your life and thoughts.
Emotionally, the Devil warns against trying to buy friendship or love. There is a danger
that you, or someone in your life, will use money as a means of controlling others. In
our society money does often mean power, and this card suggests this influence could
be entering your life.
Sometimes the Devil signifies someone who is overly concerned with material security.
These worries may be preventing greater fulfilment by keeping him or her trapped in a
relationship or job – bound by some apparent success.
If other cards, or your question, concerned a relationship, then tread carefully. The
Devil, like his mythological ancestors, is inextricably linked with lust and sometimesoverwhelming physical desire. Such powerful sexual attraction may be irresistible, but
it may not be love. You could find yourself obsessed by the object of your desire, or
vice versa. You should certainly learn something about your animal nature, but a
lasting partnership may not be the outcome of this union.
Reversed
This is a serious warning against the abuse of power, money, sex or personal charm.
You, or someone in your life, have become greedy, egocentric, materialistic. There
seems to be little room for anything else.
In your career, money and power may have taken precedence over any other
considerations. You may be exhausted and bored, but you seem unable to give up or let
go. There is always more money to be made, greater power or position to be striven for.
Depression could be a problem, yet you are on a treadmill of your own creation.
Emotionally you may be in a relationship with someone who is not doing you any good.
You feel unable to break away from this relationship, even though you know it is
making you unhappy. You cannot explain your actions to concerned friends, for the
magnetic pull this person has for you is illogical, and you are under his or her spell.
You may also be in a difficult situation with a former lover. He or she may resort to
some sort of emotional blackmail in an attempt to win you back.
Sexually, the Devil reversed is a shadowy card which many interpreters link to the far,
wild shores of sexual behaviour. If your question concerned a sexual relationship, this
card suggests some exotic fantasies are about to be acted out.
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16 – The Tower
Planet: Mars
Myths and Symbols
The Tower, or House of God, is also sometimes
known as the ‘Tower of Destruction’, the
‘Lightning-struck Tower’, or the ‘Tower of Babel’
blasted. It is a dramatic, apocalyptic image.
The symbol is perhaps most obviously linked to
the Biblical story of the Tower of Babel, which
was intended by its builders to reach heaven.
These people, who were descendants of Noah,
planned to invade God’s domain to avenge their
ancestors who were drowned in the legendary
flood. This never happened, for God caused them
all to speak different languages and thus they were
unable to communicate with each other.
Lightning itself is associated with both wrath and
destruction, as well as with fertility and inspiration
in myth. Zeus, the father of the gods, hurled
thunderbolts around, demonstrating his power.
The Devil, as Lucifer the fallen angel, was also
believed to use lightning to strike at church
towers, something he was rather successful at.
In traditional Aborigine belief, the Lightning Snake precedes the Great Mother by
bringing the all-important wet season; “When he raises his lengthening body from the
springs, billabongs and rivers to the sky, flashing and roaring, the rains and floods
come, and with them the wet season and the promise of life and increase for nature and
man.”
In the Tarot, the Tower precedes the Star – a card representing energy and activity. As
a god, Mars was the Roman god of war who formerly protected crops and animals from
storms, droughts and pestilence.
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Interpretation
Exhilarating change is about to turn your life upside-down. At first, this may seem
disruptive, even violent, for the Tower carries extraordinary overtones. Yet this change
is necessary and positive, for it brings freedom and enlightenment in its wake.
The change signified by the Tower may take a number of forms. They can come from
deep within the psyche, denoting a radical upheaval of beliefs, values or behaviour.
These new ways of thinking may seem sudden, or even frightening for they are likely to
erupt into consciousness without much prior warning.
Sometimes the Tower suggests anger, and you may find yourself on a very short fuse
under its influence. This is particularly true if you are someone who normally tries to
keep the peace, repressing your own temper in the process.
This card can also indicate a swift change of home. You may decide to sell; a buyer
walks in the next day and you find the home you want with similar speed. Within a
couple of months you are living somewhere else, and attempting to catch your breath.
In terms of career, the changes are no less dramatic. You may suddenly hand in your
notice; a new and unexpected source of income manifests ‘out of the blue’; you are
suddenly inspired to train for a new career, shocking friends and family. You may even
find yourself redundant, but this will turn out to be very positive in the end. You are
likely to have been in a rut, and this upheaval is giving you a chance to climb out of it.
When the Tower refers to a relationship you are warned that things cannot carry on as
before. Perhaps this association was not based on real feelings, or one of you was
simply stringing the other along. If the relationship has a strong and enduring
foundation it will be transformed for the better, although you may expect a bumpy ride
before things settle down.
Reversed
The Tower reversed is even more disruptive and chaotic. The firm you work for
collapses overnight, with loss of jobs all round. You could be sacked for totally unfair
reasons and find yourself unemployed and financially insecure. Again, negative as
these changes appear on the surface, there is a good reason behind them. It could take
you some time to realise that you are free to do something more interesting.
Similarly, relationships may break up very suddenly, leaving you vulnerable and
puzzled. You want to know why, but the answer seems to lie hidden somewhere out of
your reach.
Depending upon the surrounding cards, the Tower reversed can also indicate some form
of imprisonment. This can, of course, be literally interpreted but usually suggests that
you are stuck in a negative situation where you cannot express yourself freely. You are
unable to improve matters immediately, but this card promises that you will eventually
achieve freedom – at a price.
49

TThhee TTaarroott EExxppllaaiinneedd

17 – The Star
Sign: Aquarius
Myths and Symbols
The peaceful and beautiful image portrayed by the
Star usually depicts a naked woman pouring water
into a pool, and onto the land beside her. Seven
stars shine in the sky above, while one larger star
gleams in their midst. The Pleiades, or Seven
Sisters, is a constellation of seven stars, which has
been venerated by a number of cultures. The
Ancient Greeks believed that they were the souls
of seven maidens, or a flock of seven doves to
which Aphrodite gave birth. The Romans referred
to them as the ‘Virgins of Spring’, for they rise
during May and herald the most fertile time of
year.
Red Indian myths also refer to the Pleiades. The
Dakota tribe say that these stars are the homes of
their ancestors, and that the spirits of the dead
return there. The Iroquois address prayers for
happiness to them, believing that the stars
represent seven young people whose job it is to
guard the holy seed during the night.
The larger star may be intended to represent fusion and transcendence. It is also said to
refer to Ishtar, a powerful goddess, who was worshipped for more than two thousand
years in the Middle East. She is linked with Aphrodite, and presided over many things
– including healing, eroticism and agricultural prosperity.
The sign of Aquarius, the water bearer, is the eleventh sign of the zodiac. Aquarius
represents the blending of intuition – symbolised by water – and reason, symbolised by
this sign’s airy element. It is a sign associated with humanitarian ideals, inventiveness,
and progressive thinking of every kind. The eleventh house traditionally denotes
groups, societies, friendships, hopes and wishes – or ideals.
Seventeen, the number of the Star, was believed to be a very lucky number. Those born
on the 17th were supposed to be intuitive, and destined to be wealthy. It was also said to
be the number of immortality, beauty, self-expression and hope. Today, many people
still like to ‘wish upon a star’, for it is an enduring symbol of hope.
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Interpretation
The Star is a favourable and positive card. The old saying ‘where there’s life, there’s
hope’ is particularly relevant to this image, for it signifies new life and renewed faith.
When you draw this card in a reading you will be filled with hope. You gain fresh
insight into an old problem, and are full of energy. Physical or mental wounds heal,
vitality is restored, and your horizons open up.
You may be able to heal others, inspire them, or make them feel better about themselves
in some way. If you are in need of such things, then the Star suggests that help will
soon arrive from an unexpected direction.
Sometimes, the Star indicates a trip to the country or the need for more contact with
nature. If you live in a city it is very easy to lose touch with the seasons, plants, birds
and animals. These things can have a very healing influence on us, and the appearance
of the star indicates that much pleasure and joy can be gained from nature now.
When the Star relates to work, or personal interests, it usually refers to typically
Aquarian concerns. These include human rights, equality of the sexes, all ‘green’
environmental issues, and organisations whose aim is to help others. You may find
yourself involved with such movements on a practical level, or become increasingly
concerned about them.
When this card refers to a relationship, it suggests a joyful and balanced partnership. A
good sexual relationship is indicated, as your needs are balanced and you make each
other happy.
Reversed
Your bright hopes seem to have been dashed. You may feel depressed and pessimistic
about the future, or doubt your own abilities. This mood could stem from actual events,
or simply from exhaustion – you will know which it is if you think about it.
There is considerable tension in this position, and a stubborn refusal to let go. You may
not be able to relax easily, and feel tired and generally fed up. The Star’s message is
still one of hope, however. The world will not cease to turn if you take a break.
In terms of a relationship, problems may come about through lack of trust in each other.
Sexually, this can manifest as insecurity or difficulties with one’s sexual identity. You,
or your partner, may feel cut off, detached and unable to express love naturally and
spontaneously. Again, tension and self-doubt may have a great deal to do with this
obstacle.
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18 – The Moon
Sign: Pisces
Myths and Symbols
A full moon hangs in the sky over a surreal dreamlike landscape. Two dogs tip back their heads and
howl, while a crab crawls out of a pool. Two
mysterious and slightly sinister towers rise in the
distance.
This extraordinary and disquieting
image belongs to the Moon. Symbolically, this
picture has a number of interpretations.
The crab or crayfish is said to represent our
earliest stages of development. As we collectively
crawl out of the pool of unconscious, we become
aware. Then we realise, perhaps, that there is
more to the world than we had at first supposed.
Spiritually and intellectually we ‘shoot for the
moon’. The two towers represent the gateway
through which we all must pass if we want to gain
enlightenment.
The presence of the moon and the two dogs also
suggests links with numerous ancient myths.
Many cultures believed that the souls of the dead
journeyed to the moon, where they lived after death. The moon was also worshipped as
the source of life and fertility, and was therefore usually – though not always – female.
‘Drawing down the moon’ is a magical ritual, still practised today, to invoke the
goddess, and call her down to temporarily inhabit a priestess.
Dogs, too, are often mythically linked with death and the moon. These creatures
sometimes guarded the gates of death, or helped to carry the souls of the dead to the
afterlife. Anubis, the Ancient Egyptian god of the underworld, had the head of a jackal,
and an old superstition states that when a dog howls at the moon it is an omen of death,
for dogs are more sensitive than human beings and can see the Angel of death
approaching.
Astrologically, the Moon is assigned to Pisces, the twelfth sign of the zodiac. The two
fishes, which symbolise this sign, swim in the deep waters of the unconscious. Pisces is
associated with dreams, visions, imagination, creativity, intuition and unconditional
love. Linked with the Moon, the message is one of transcending the physical and
material worlds.
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Interpretation
Traditionally, the Moon has often been interpreted as a card of evil omen whether
upright or reversed. The true meaning seems to have become lost or bastardised in
various ways, just as the true symbolism behind moon worship remained hidden for
centuries. Should you come across one of these frightening and depressing
interpretations, try to ignore it, for it is based on superstition and bears little relation to
this subtle and magical card.
The Moon belongs to the world of dreams, psychic impressions, and richly imaginative
ideas. If it appears in a position relating to yourself, you are entering a phase when your
subconscious will be making itself felt, and you may find yourself remembering
particularly vivid dreams, full of symbols and messages. You may become sharply
aware of colour, drawn to visionary poetry, or immerse yourself in powerfully,
symbolic fiction. If you are a practical type, this may all be a little uncomfortable for it
will feel as if you are losing control. Remember this is a watery card, and try to flow
with these feelings yourself.
In career matters, the Moon relates to the world of illusion. This can manifest as theatre
or film work, writing fiction or poetry, or translating personal visions into some kind of
reality – a painting, play, interior or altruistic activity, for example. Sometimes, this
card refers to healing abilities or other psychic work. At others, it can indicate work in
nightclubs or beautifully decorated restaurants with special atmosphere. An interest in,
or work with psychology, the fields of dream analysis and myths are other areas
signified by the Moon.
Physically, the Moon sometimes suggests a need or longing for sleep. It can indicate
water retention, menstrual problems, and the presence of toxins in the body. It is also
linked with the lymph glands, which disperse such toxins and help to keep the skin
clear. Massage and water based therapies are denoted by the Moon. Reflexology, a
form of stimulating pressure massage usually performed on the feet, can also be
suggested.
Reversed
The world of illusion can be positive or negative. Here we meet its darker face. You
may be dealing with insincere people. Someone is lying to you, or you are tempted to
lie to him or her. You, or someone in your life, find it hard to distinguish between
fantasy and reality, resulting in much confusion, and nothing is quite what it seems.
Job offers or relationships falling under this influence will prove to be illusory, or will
simply dissolve in the harsh light of reality. It is important not to put all your eggs into
one basket at this time. Keep your own counsel, for there is a possibility that hidden
enemies are working against you.
You may have to deal with alcoholism, drug abuse, depression, or people in prison or
hospital when the Moon falls in the wrong position. Surrounding cards should provide
further information on the subject.
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19 – The Sun
Planet: Sun
Myths and Symbols
The Sun follows the Moon in the Tarot, just as
sun-ruled Leo follows moon-ruled Cancer in the
zodiac. This great burning star symbolises the
bright forces of energy, vitality, joy and glory.
Apollo was the Greek god of the sun, while his
twin sister Artemis was the moon goddess. A
powerful and popular figure, he was god of
prophecy, music, healing and archery. He was
also often linked with the female muses, and
shared patronage of the arts and poetry, dancing
and music with them in many myths. He is
usually shown as a beautiful young man at the
height of his powers, radiant and virile.
Ancient Egyptians venerated the sun as Re or Ra.
He was closely connected with the pharaohs who
were believed to represent the deity on earth.
In astrology, the sun governs Leo, and the fifth
house of the zodiac. This house is associated with
creativity, self-expression, games, pleasures and romance – an interesting fusion of
Apollo and the muses. Children – of the mind or body – are also linked to the sun’s
house. A child, or two children, is usually shown on this card. Interpretations are that
children have emerged from the womb, represented by the moon, into the full light of
consciousness; a union between the hidden, subconscious aspects of the personality and
the clarity of intellectual expression is achieved.
In many mythologies the sun and moon were twins, symbolising two halves of a whole
– light and dark, positive and negative, intellect and intuition. The children also
represent innocence, joy, and new creations. Some commentators say that the Sun
represents the higher self. If we can contact this part of ourselves, and trust in the
positive forces of the cosmos, we will receive inspirations and guidance.
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Interpretation
Happiness and vitality are entering your life in some way. You could find yourself
better off financially, enjoy your work wholeheartedly, or experience a particularly
joyful time in your relationship. Socially, you are invited to delightful events where you
can bask in the warmth of friendship and enjoy yourself.
When this card refers to yourself, the message is one of energy and confidence. You are
glowing with good health. You are able to achieve your dreams, and in so doing are
likely to win the approval of others. If you have been struggling in some area of your
life, things should become easier now. Your mind feels clear and you are able to make
far-sighted plans. The sun has come out and you will feel very much at one with
yourself. Life is good; there is nothing to worry about for success is certain.
The Sun can also manifest literally in a reading. It can signify summer, or refer to hot
sunny climates. Summer may be an important time of year for you, a time when things
go well and you are able to celebrate some success or happy event. A hot country could
be significant in terms of fortunate meetings, the beginning of a new career, or a
wonderful holiday. Look to surrounding cards to see whether a particular aspect has
been emphasised elsewhere.
The card also represents children. There may be good news regarding them when it
appears in a reading. A child develops some natural talent, a longed for baby is born, or
a child who has been ill or in difficulties wins through.
Reversed
The sun’s warmth is essential for life. Yet an excess of heat creates deserts and destroys
living things. When you draw the Sun reversed, you may expect a failure of some kind.
Doubts surround your future plans. Perhaps you have been so busy imagining your
success, and all the glory it will bring, that you failed to put in the boring hard work
required. Vanity and arrogance are indicated as probable blocks to success.
In terms of a relationship, you may be experiencing difficulties. This is particularly true
if you are married, or living with an established partner. You may feel taken for
granted, unappreciated, or feel you are not getting enough attention. Other cards should
indicate both background and solutions to this problem.
Similar difficulties may be pervading a business partnership. Both partners may not see
eye to eye, or one feels he or she is putting in more than the other. Perhaps one wants to
initiate new activities while the other is resisting change.
There may be worries concerning children. Hyperactive babies and children may be
exhausting and puzzling their parents. A child could be over-sensitive either physically
(allergies) or mentally. There might be problems at school, too.
Finally, if the Sun is surrounded by positive, upright cards you can expect happiness
and success, but it will be delayed.
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20 – Judgment
Planet: Pluto
Myths and Symbols
Judgment, like some of the other Tarot cards,
seems to fit nicely into the medieval world. It is a
familiar Christian image; the great archangel
Michael blows his horn, sounds the Last Trump,
and the souls of the dead rise up at his call.
The idea of the last days of the world is not unique
to Christianity, for it is found in many ancient
cultures, including Hindu, Norse, Persian and
Ancient Roman mythology. Some kind of rebirth,
new creation, or resurrection follows the dreadful
destruction – and is usually announced by signs
and portents beforehand.
Pluto, Lord of the Underworld, has been attached
to this card since the planet’s discovery earlier this
century. This planet, now joint ruler of Scorpio
with Mars, represents the forces of transformation
in astrology. But these dark energies are rarely
comfortable, or easy to handle. Frequently the
destruction of old habits or outworn concepts
precedes the transformation promised by Pluto’s influence. Pluto, as god of the dark
places beneath the earth, was often said to preside over buried treasure and valuable
jewels. Such riches are not easily found, but when they are they bring great rewards to
their possessor.
Many esoteric cults used the idea of death and rebirth, which is also suggested by this
card. Initiates would undergo frightening and solemn rituals as part of their training –
many of these included spending some time alone in a dark place. They would then be
symbolically ‘reborn’ and enter the light once more. Judgment is followed by the
World, which is the last trump of the Tarot, symbolising completion and fulfilment of
the highest kind.
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Interpretation
Sometimes Judgment makes itself felt in a literal way, for it can signify decisions. Such
decisions are usually pressing, and must be made if your life is to improve. If you were
worried about making such a decision when you consulted the cards, you may rest
assured that it will have a positive outcome.
Judgment can also indicate an awakening. Perhaps you have been working in the dark,
and can now see things more clearly. You feel restored and renewed mentally,
physically or emotionally – often all three. With this new and vital energy at your
disposal every area of life blossoms; you are able to enjoy and appreciate your partner,
friends, family and work.
This is a very positive card to draw if you are concerned about health, or that of
someone else. It indicates that healing has taken place, convalescence is over, and the
person is back on his or her feet.
In terms of career, it suggests that you are free to enjoy your work and celebrate over
your successes. Should you be considering a change of career, Judgment signifies that
this would be an excellent move to make.
Whether change, promotion or retirement lies ahead you have reached the end of a
cycle. But something interesting and stimulating follows; if any cards fall after
Judgment these should throw some light on what it may be.
Reversed
For some reason a decision needing to be made is being delayed. This is creating a
stagnant pause in your life. If you are dithering about something, now is the time to
make up your mind once and for all. If you delay you may lose something or someone
of value to you.
Traditionally, Judgment reversed signifies fear of death. Death can take many forms,
and on one level represents major changes, so this position can also mean fear of change
– another reason for delaying decisions and sitting on the fence.
Emotionally, this position denotes a loss of some kind. You and your partner may have
to spend some time apart, but the break is not necessarily final. One of you may even
have to go away because of work, and be forcibly separated for a time. If things have
been going badly in your relationship, it may indeed be drawing to an end but neither of
you is able to say ‘goodbye’ just yet.
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21 – The World
Planet: Saturn
Myths and Symbols
The cycle ushered in by the Fool is completed; the
next spiral turn awaits. The World is usually
depicted as a naked woman dancing inside an oval
wreath. Each of the four corners shows one of the
archetypal creatures known as the Major Fortune.
Here is balance, symbolised by the four elements –
Fire, Earth, Air and Water. The lessons and
experiences represented by the Major Arcana have
all been synthesised, absorbed, and completion has
been achieved.
The oval wreath resembles an egg. The Cosmic
Egg is an ancient symbol of wholeness,
knowledge and wisdom. Within this shape the
joyful dancing figure suggests that the dance of
life continues in a never-ending cycle of birth and
death.
Some experts maintain that the dancing figure is
an hermaphrodite, for these rare creatures denote a
perfect blending of our male and female qualities. Others say that the figure is
definitely a woman symbolising the Great Goddess of life and mother of all the gods.
The World is associated with the planet Saturn, which was known as Rex Mundi, Lord
of the World, to ancient astrologers. Saturn is the planet of structure, boundaries, selfdiscipline and the limitations of matter.
You must come to terms with the limitations of the physical world if spiritual progress
is to be made. Without the influence of Saturn nothing would ever be achieved, or
brought into material reality.
Saturn was known as Cronus to the Greeks, and Geb, god of earth, to the Egyptians.
Both these gods governed time – another of life’s inevitable limitations. The dual
symbolic message of this card seems to be that spirit must penetrate matter in order to
evolve.
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Interpretation
You have reached the end of a cycle in your life; there is a sense of completion and
accomplishment. This influence may appear on many levels. You may have finished
an important project at work, a creative endeavour of your own, or a long-term course
of education. You may have successfully integrated some previously dormant aspect of
your personality and become a more fully rounded person.
The World signifies success and fulfilment, whatever your question may have been. So
although a cycle is ending, and a door is closing, it is also a time for celebration.
Perhaps you are starting a family and leaving behind the single life. Older people may
find that their children are leaving home and should welcome the potential freedom this
represents.
If your question referred to career, you will be delighted with the outcome; a new job or
promotion will be everything you hoped for and you will not want to go back to how
things were before. Sometimes, this card can even foretell fame, public acclaim and
attention, especially in the arts. The World is the last trump, and as it turns the Fool
reappears and a fresh cycle begins.
In terms of a relationship, you may look forward to balance and happiness. Perhaps a
difficult or testing time is now over and you can both enjoy the insights this has
brought. You are now free to bring out the best in each other and enjoy the differences
between you.
The World may also manifest as a journey, new home, or new place of work. You are
literally being given a chance to see more of the world we live in. Journeys signified by
this card will inspire you, expand your knowledge, and bring insight and happiness.
When the World refers to a new home or other change of environment, it denotes a
change for the better. Your old home or job has served its purpose well and you are
ready to move on.
Reversed
Completion is still implied, but it has been delayed. You may find this frustrating and
want to speed things up in some way but cannot see how, or you do not want something
to reach its conclusion. Like a child reading a wonderful book you don’t want to get to
the last page. But you cannot avoid this forever, and must let go. The World reversed
implies a resistance to change in some shape or form.
If your question referred to a relationship, there is some unfinished business to be
resolved between you and your partner. Perhaps you are blocking a potential partner
because you are tied to the past in some way. Perhaps a fear of being hurt is causing the
hesitation. You must try to come to terms with your past, and realise that living in its
shadows may be preventing future happiness. Open your heart, there is nothing to fear
– the World is telling you that a positive relationship lies ahead.
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If you draw this card when asking about your work, you may be ill prepared in some
way, or feel that you are. You do not know the words for your speech; the paint has not
dried on the canvas; the house is upside down and you are expecting visitors. Or you
may be convinced that something is finished – it isn’t! There is something else that
needs to be done before completion may be finalised.
However, the World is a positive card whether upright or reversed. It signifies natural
and necessary changes, which are invariably welcome once you have summoned up the
strength to let go and come to terms with their inevitability.
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The Major Arcana and the Zodiac
5 – The Hierophant
Taurus

4 – The Emperor
Aries

6 – The Lovers
Gemini

18 – The Moon
Pisces

7 – The Chariot
Cancer

17 – The Star
Aquarius

8 – Strength
Leo

15 – The Devil
Capricorn

9 – The Hermit
Virgo

14 – Temperance
Sagittarius

11 – Justice
Libra

13 – Death
Scorpio

The wheel makes connections between the signs of the zodiac – shown around the
outside of the wheel – and the cards of the Major Arcana. Sandwiched between, in the
wheel’s outer circle, the descriptions of the cardinal, mutable and fixed are assigned to
the zodiac signs, as are their associated elements. So, if you want to take a short cut to
amplifying your knowledge about the Hermit, for example, follow the centre of the
wheel round to the sixth sign of the zodiac – Virgo. The lightest of the three earth signs,
practicality is characteristic, and Virgo is traditionally the sign of work and service to
others; in the Hermit, where selfless service becomes a means of purification, this ideal
takes on a spiritual dimension.
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The Major Arcana and the Planets
21 – The World
Planet – Saturn
Element – Earth

0 – The Fool
Planet – Uranus
Element – Air

20 - Judgment
Planet – Pluto
Element – Water

19 – The Sun
Planet – Sun
Element – Fire

1 – The Magician
Planet – Mercury
Elements – Air/Earth

16 – The Tower
Planet – Mars
Elements – Fire/Water

2 – The High Priestess
Planet – Moon
Element – Water

3 – The Emperor
Planet – Venus
Elements – Earth/Air

12 – The Hanged Man
Planet – Neptune
Element – Water

10 – Wheel of Fortune
Planet – Jupiter
Elements – Fire/Water

The Symbols of the planets are shown around the outside of this wheel, and the Major
Arcana cards are teamed up with their associated planets and elements within the spokes
of the wheel. Use the wheel in conjunction with the previous one and you will find
either a zodiac sign or a planet assigned to each of the cards in the Major Arcana.
Suppose that you need an additional insight in shorthand form to the Magician.
Mercury is the card’s designated planet. Astrologically, communication and intellect
are Mercury’s attributes. These take on a transformational aspect in the Magician,
linked to the ability of the messenger god of mythology to travel between heaven and
earth, uniting the elements of air and earth.
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Part III
The Minor Arcana
or
The Lesser Secrets
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The Minor Arcana
While the Major Arcana embodies large, universal concepts, the Minor Arcana weaves
amongst them, filling in the details. These fifty-six cards relate to everyday existence,
passing thoughts, events and feelings – and the people who contribute to the pattern of
our lives. This does not make them any less important than the Major Arcana – just
easier to deal with and understand.
Laying the cards without using the Minor Arcana can give a very distorted view of
things. After all, life is rarely filled with dramatic and memorable events on a weekly
basis. These cards are important, for they often reveal the small and apparently
inconsequential threads which will eventually form a meaningful pattern. They can also
show you how the powerful influence of a major card will manifest itself in normal life.
To give a simplified example, if you drew The High Priestess in a reading she could
indicate many things, including secrets, psychic work, or a mysterious woman. The
minor cards around her might suggest that this particular energy would be found in
working life (the suit of Pentacles), love life (the suit of Cups), or represent new ways of
thinking (the suit of Swords).
Elementary Elements
Each suit of the Minor Arcana symbolises one of the four elements. Cups belong to the
element of Water, Wands represent Fire, Swords signify Air, and Pentacles, Earth.
Ancient philosophers regarded these four elements as the building blocks of the
universe. Consequently, they are found in many guises including the Four Humours of
early medicine, in astrology, and as the four quarters of the traditional magic circle.
There is a fifth element, ether, which symbolises transcendence and the world of spirit;
this is represented in the Minor Arcana by the tens.
Jung and the Elements
Carl Jung proposed the idea of the four basic personality functions, one of which tends
to dominate, while the others require effort to develop if we are to become whole. He
said, “For complete orientation all four functions should contribute equally.” Jung’s
functions can be usefully linked to the four elements, their astrological signs, and
relevant Tarot suit, as shown below.
Each element can be seen as a particular type of energy. An understanding and
knowledge of its attributes can help spark off your intuition when you are reading the
cards.
By exploring the fascinating web of elemental meanings and correspondences you can
begin to grasp the ‘flavour’ of the four suits. In this way you are less likely to get lost
amidst their individual meanings. Each element seems to conjure up a mood, and each
has its special place on the wheel of life.
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Jung’s Personality Functions and the Elements, Tarot and Sun Signs

Function

Element

Tarot suit

Sun signs

Intuition

Fire

Wands

Sensation

Earth

Pentacles

Thinking

Air

Swords

Feeling

Water

Cups

Aries
Leo
Sagittarius
Taurus
Virgo
Capricorn
Gemini
Libra
Aquarius
Cancer
Scorpio
Pisces

Astrology and the Minor Arcana
The Minor Arcana has been usefully coupled with astrology, both through the four
elements and the twelve signs of the zodiac. This partnership provides numerous
correspondences, cross-links and amplified meanings. A basic working knowledge of
signs and planets can help bring the minor cards to life. If you are unfamiliar with
astrology, wait until you have a good grasp of the Tarot before exploring these parallels.
Using Astrology with the Court Cards
The astrological meanings attached to the court cards are also helpful when you want to
choose a significator for a spread, or clearly identify an important character in a reading.
For example, by asking what sign your querent was born under – or looking it up in the
list of dates of the zodiac signs shown below – you can swiftly choose an appropriate
card. With a birthday of 6th May, for instance, he or she would be a Taurean, and so
you would pick the King or Queen of Pentacles to represent the person in your spread.
Sometimes, situations involve a choice between two potential business partners or
lovers. In business, you are unlikely to be able to find out the individuals’ birth signs,
but as long as the two characters are sufficiently different you should be able to separate
them using the astrological character sketches, methods of working, and ways of
thinking.
In love, birth signs (or at least birthdays) are likely to be known. You can then see
whether the cards reveal two signs, and whether these correspond to the people
involved. Where there are two men or two women of the same sign look for a King and
a Knight of the same suit, or a Queen and a Page of the same suit. To clarify matters, it
is a good idea to do a separate spread for each person, choosing an astrologically
suitable card to represent them.
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The Signs of the Zodiac with their Dates
ARIES
TAURUS
GEMINI
CANCER
LEO
VIRGO
LIBRA
SCORPIO
SAGITTARIUS
CAPRICORN
AQUARIUS
PISCES

the Ram
the Bull
the Twins
the Crab
the Lion
the Virgin
the Scales
the Scorpion
the Archer
the Goat
the Water Bearer
the Fishes

21st March – 20th April
21st April – 20th May
21st May – 21st June
22nd June – 22nd July
23rd July – 22nd August
23rd August – 22nd September
23rd September – 23rd October
24th October – 21st November
22nd November – 21st December
22nd December – 19th January
20th January – 18th February
19th February – 20th March

Astrological Correspondences and the Minor Arcana
Astrology teaches that each elemental group of signs may be divided into three,
cardinal, fixed and mutable. These groups are called the triplicities. The four cardinal
signs are Aries, Cancer, Libra and Capricorn, and correspond in the Tarot to the aces,
twos and threes of their particular suits. The fixed signs of the zodiac are Taurus, Leo,
Scorpio and Aquarius. They consolidate matters, and correspond to the fours, fives and
sixes of their particular suits. The mutable signs are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and
Pisces. They are changeable in nature and correspond to the sevens, eights and nines of
their particular suits.
The four tens sum up the energies, and seem to intensify the meaning of their ruling
element. They are linked with the symbolic fifth element, the spirit of ether, and are not
linked with any individual astrological signs.
Each sign of the zodiac has a ruling planet. These planets were traditionally associated
with a wide range of things such as plants, foods, colours, animals, birds and so on.
These links are known as ‘correspondences’ and symbolise how the energy of each
plant can manifest itself in varied, but connected ways.
Correspondences can be used to help stimulate your imagination when reading the
cards; they act as a jumping off point – especially when you are feeling ‘stuck’, or are
finding it hard to make sense of a spread. Here is a small selection from this vast field
which you may find helpful.
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The Element of Fire
The Suit of Wands
Aries, Leo and Sagittarius
Sign: Aries
Planet: Mars
The ace, two and three of Wands
Colour:

Vivid, glowing scarlet.

Career:

Clues: The innovator; boss; leader; authority figure.

Typical Places:

Crowded bars; noisy parties; bright busy places.

Love Phases:

Passionate, speedy, argumentative affairs.
Sign: Leo
Planet: Sun
The four, five and six of Wands

Colour:

Warm, golden hues.

Career:

Clues: Creative jobs; public relations; lecturing; the theatre.

Typical Places:

Expensive, lavishly decorated restaurants and hotels; palaces;
mountainous areas; theatres and places of entertainment.

Love Phases:

Romantic, playful relationships or interludes.
Sign: Capricorn
Planet: Jupiter
The seven, eight and nine of Wands

Colour:
Career:

Clues: Those who travel in their work; explorers; salesmen;
self-employed.

Typical Places:

Stations, airports; hillsides; stables; wide-open spaces.

Love Phases:

Friendship first, love second, personal freedom above all.
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The Element of Earth
The Suit of Pentacles
Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn
Sign: Capricorn
Planet: Saturn
The ace, two and three of Pentacles
Colour:

Deep, earthy brown; granite grey.

Career:

Clues: Self-disciplined work; property and land connections;
sensible planning; solid structures.

Typical Places:

Beautiful old buildings; traditional old-fashioned hotels;
harbours; places where quality triumphs over passing trends.

Love Phases:

Rock-steady, committed, conventional.
Sign: Taurus
Planet: Venus
The four, five and six of Pentacles

Colour:

Rich, vibrant blue-green.

Career:

Clues: Tending and nurturing projects; being resourceful;
practical creativity.

Typical Places:

Herb and vegetable gardens; orchards, especially apple
orchards; comfortable, sometimes luxurious environments.

Love Phases:

Sensuous, indulgent, possessive.
Sign: Virgo
Planet: Mercury
The seven, eight and nine of Pentacles

Colour:
Career:

Clues: Working hard behind the scenes; service industries;
hospital work; cleaners; statisticians.

Typical Places:

Health food restaurants; doctors’ surgeries; the countryside;
cornfields.

Love Phases:

Needing to be needed; criticising someone ‘for their own
good’; selfless love.
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The Element of Air
The Suit of Swords
Gemini, Libra and Aquarius
Sign: Libra
Planet: Mercury
The ace, two and three of Swords
Colour:

Sky blue.

Career:

Clues: Lawyers; beauticians; hairdressers; mediators; those
whose iron fists are hidden in elegant velvet gloves.

Typical Places:

Rose gardens; peaceful, tasteful places; bedrooms; luxurious
beauty parlours.

Love Phases:

Detached, chilly moments; indecisive lovers; sentimental
places.
Sign: Aquarius Planet: Uranus/Saturn
The four, five and six of Swords

Colour:

Electric blue.

Career:

Clues:
Working in new fields/with revolutionary ideas;
electronics; broadcasting; work pertaining to the masses, e.g.
charities; social movements; organisations.

Typical Places:

Unusual locations; strangely decorated places; anywhere
where groups meet.

Love Phases:

Sudden attractions; unconventional relationships.
Sign: Gemini
Planet: Mercury
The seven, eight and nine of Swords

Colour:

Two-coloured things; yellow; light grey.

Career:

Clues:
Conversations on the telephone are highlighted;
publishing; medical agents; writers; interpreters; musicians.

Typical Places:

Aeroplanes; open plan offices; universities; libraries.

Love Phases:

Talking until
commitment.
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The Element of Water
The Suit of Cups
Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces
Sign: Cancer
Planet: Moon
The ace, two and three of Cups
Colour:

Misty pastels; silver

Career:

Clues:
Occupations connected with women; caring for
people, animals or plants; fostering a business, creative idea,
team or project.

Typical Places:

Kitchens; places with a view of water; boats; charming oldfashioned environments filled with antiques.

Love Phases:

Domestic happiness; heightened emotions; moody moments.
Sign: Scorpio Planet: Mars/Pluto
The four, five and six of Cups

Colour:

Deep, jewel-like reds and blues; black.

Career:

Clues:
Research and detective work; receiving ideas or
substances; secretive projects.

Typical Places:

Basements or cellars; near water; vineyards; quiet, dimly lit
environments.

Love Phases:

Repressed or passionate
relationships; jealousy.

sex;

death

and

rebirth

in

Sign: Pisces
Planet: Jupiter/Neptune
The seven, eight and nine of Cups
Colour:

All colours of the oceans.

Career:

Clues: Creating beautiful illusions; art; films; therapeutic
work; confusion; visionary ideas.

Typical Places:

Exotic, mysterious environments; untidy muddles; swimming
pools; the sea.

Love Phases:

Devoted, self-sacrificing love; pain and loss; romantic
illusions; elusive relationships.
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The Minor Arcana and the Elements

AIR
SPRING
SWORDS
THOUGHT

Capricorn
Taurus
Virgo

SENSATION

PENTACLES

FIRE
SUMMER

WANDS

INTUITION

Leo
Aries
Sagittarius

EARTH
WINTER

Libra
Gemini
Aquarius

Pisces
Cancer
Scorpio
EMOTION
CUPS
AUTUMN
WATER

Linking Up
Moving from the centre of the wheel outwards, this illustration relates the twelve signs
of the zodiac to Jung’s four basic personality functions (see page 67), to the four suits of
the Minor Arcana (described below), and to the seasons and elements that correspond to
each.
The links are made for you to refer to at your leisure and pleasure; it is not necessary
to set out to memorise them.
The text in this introductory section to the Minor Arcana is here to amplify the
descriptions of each card which follows. Weaving in and out of one another, any of
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these correspondences may just serve to trigger off some fresh insight when you are in
the process of examining or reading the Tarot.
Expanding Awareness
For example, you may be conscious that the earth signs of the zodiac – Taurus, Virgo
and Capricorn – denote practical people who like to have a high degree of material
luxury in their lives, but the additional association with Jung’s personality function of
sensation may give a further dimension to your understanding of this type of
personality.
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